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Noise Pollution: Jeddah Case Study

Mona Ibrahim Thawab
SUMMARY
This study has dealt with noise pollution as one of the most
important environmental problems affecting urban areas. The study
was conducted in Jeddah city due to its many aspects of importance
as a major urban center in Saudi Arabia. The importance of the study
stems from the fact that it can be considered as as a contribution to
other studies in the field of environmental geography, as well as an
introduction to similar and more detailed studies. The study has been

based on a number of questions pertaining to the magnitude of noise
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in the study area, its spatial variations, as well other issues related to
the problem at hand. Therefore, it can be said that the current study
focuses on the geographical characteristics of the noise problem
based on actual measurements of noise at selected sites that are
representative of various activities as well as different population
densities throughout the study area. To achieve such objectives 30
locations have been selected for field measurements. Readings were
taken at different time spans: mornings and evenings, weekdays, and
weekends.
Based on the previous points, the study has sought to fulfill the
following objectives:
1. ldentifying those areas with higher levels of noise than others
within the study area.
2. ldentifying those factors that lead to high levels of noise.
3. Based on the results, the study sought to provide some
recommendations that would help to alleviate the noise

problem in the study area.

The study has revealed a number of results the most important of which
are the following:

1. Noise levels vary greatly between different areas within the city.
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There are two peaks of noise levels in the study area during which
noise reach high limits. These levels are concentrated during

morning hours during workdays, and evening hours on weekends.

Noise levels are highly correlated with such factors as population

as well as traffic densities.

Based on the results concluded by the end of the study, the researcher

has proposed a number of recommendations, which are thought to be of

major importance in regards to developing a sound strategy in dealing

with the noise problem in general, and in the study area in particular.

These recommendations are;

Interest should be focused on making full use of mass media to
educate the public on dangers of noise public health, productivity,

and on the society in general.

Additional care should be stressed early during the planning stage
prior to selection of hospital and school locations.  Such
institutions and facilities should be located where noise effects are

expected to be minimal.

Open spaces and green belts should be found within, around

school districts, and throughout residential areas as well.
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Because vehicles of all sizes are among the prime sources of
noise, traffic management strategies should be constantly
reviewed and modified in order to alleviate congestions along
major roads. Mandatory periodic inspection of al types of vehicles

should be observed.

Planning for new residential districts in the city should consider a
number of measures such as wide streets, sufficient open spaces,

and restricted building heights.

152



